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into a state of despondency. Now Heart has in his service
a clever spy who is also the watchman of the burg of Body
and whose name is Sight (Nazar). This youth, perceiving
the Prince's sadness, obtains a private audience at which he
enquires the cause of his master's grief. When Heart informs
him, he at once volunteers to go in quest of the much-desired
Water of Life. Sight accordingly sets out on his mission,
and after travelling a great way he reaches the beautiful
city of Health (cAfiyet) which is under the sway of a King
called Honour (Namus), to whom he is presented, and who,
on being told his errand, informs Sight that the Water of
Life is a metaphor for fair fame. This explanation does not
satisfy the traveller, who straightway leaves the city and
continues his journey over hill and plain till one day he
comes to a gloomy mountain which he is told is called the
Cliff of Sanctimony (Zuhd), l in a cell on which, as he is
informed, dwells an aged hermit whose name is Hypocrisy
(Zerq). Sight goes to pay his respects to this anchorite, who
in response to his questions tells him that the Water of
Life is only in Heaven and that its sign on earth is the
tears of the saints, adding that one must ever shed bitter
tears so as to make the people believe in one's holiness.
This explanation pleases Sight no better, so he continues
his journey till he reaches the city of Guidance (Hidayet).2
King Emprize (Himmet), the sovereign of this city, receives
him very kindly, and tells him, on hearing his story, that
the Water of Life is not a metaphor but an actuality, for

1  In   Lamici, Ahi, and Wall, Sight before reaching the Cliff of Sanctimony
passes  through  another  splendid city,  that  of Reputation  (Shuhret), whose
king, Vaingloiy (Fakhi), explains the Water of Life as a metaphor for foitune,
an explanation which leaves the enquirer still unconvinced.

2  The  three  Tuiki&h  writers  make  Sight  encounter  the  mighty  ocean of
Bewilderment  (Hayret),   which  he  crosses  only  with  the greatest difficulty,
before he reaches the city of Guidance.